
..or:(~'" ....... ( 

RELIGION !IrH '.. IUHTJ:. Us:.;!..", ... t~%~·' I A:"'JS ;:16-24 

'V"/ 
"Let ju~t1ce nll down Uke lOS [1, )USI ess like a 
never ending stre:lX:" Amos"., : ZlJ 

'!'h re 1s s evidence _hat. Jesus ,elieved thIn :i'-'Ol cOi.lld 

Lell .. hs." a "'.an 1$ b} the wa:{ 1e beaaves . This is true on the 

level 0 ~ ki!ldr.: "s, c:.lal"it &:ld toe -~ill. Jesus ' Etory of 

12. '"U!I an... the rich man , his parable of 'the o'Jd 5ar>arl+.an , 

and his own W3' of relating to people around i~ love and k1nd

known ~y 'their ~~ve of each oth r and their ~el1ow ~~. 

In the level c social ju~~i~e J t~ c~urch ~AS found it more 

rlifficu"t ..0 ac~ept. '. 1~1 corunand . Jesus i!'l as clea~ in the 

'1atter of social ju. :e , IS I e is clear in personal &oodru S~ . 

He drove .he money chl,np'I .... , ~'o:n the t.el!' -:e court-;.-ud, 18 

~hal1en~ed the entrenched pwer of the leadert, h~ spoke acout 

the 5cri~es and Pharasees witn ~ore scorn than ab~ut any Jther 

g:-c U'J . Wha+. public figure would dare," >aRK +,oaay as plainly as 

Jrsus epoke about the lea~ere of ~1e ~ime~ 

'l'tIoe to you, scrlbe~ an:1 Pha:." sees , hypocritef' .. •you cleanse 

tr. ou::.siC'e of' t.'le cup••. .J.t inside you arB full of extortion 

~nd rapaclty .... 1oU are like whitewa~hed tonbs •• • outwardly 

YOU appear rl~~teou~ to men , but wichin you are f;11 o~ hypoc 

rie1 ~d ir.1quitv .... you ser?ent~ , YOU ~rood of viper J n~w 

w 11 ,T'Ju e-;:Cl)e being sentenced t.J belli ll 

NOW ~ sus came to this position uecau!~ r~ waE in he traGL

http:5ar>arl+.an


.tion of the prophets of Israel. Isaiah, for example, had 
'

said l -what to as is your multitude of sacrifices•••wash your

selves ••••remove evil from your doing •••• s••k justice, correct 

oppro ••ion" . (1 ,11-17) 

He was talking to the religious people. They had piety 

without goodness, faith without justice, religion without 

righteousness . Their l i fe with the Father had no relationship 

to their life with the fatherless and thei r rell ow men. How is 

it that r el igion gets into such a state? 

It se... to as there are certain signa which appear to 

warn us when relgion loses it righteousness . 

1. The first sign of religion without righteoulness appear. 

as lIIen and wOlllen begin to live on the level of the trivial. 

I suppose the most damaging image ot clergy and laypeople 

alike today is that they are persons who run around cl~ily 

oilinf the eccl esiastical machinery, meeti ng with committees 

while the world outsi de i s burning, and protecting the purity 

of the faith from the world f or which the church ' s Lard died . 

And actually , the world in general is content to let 

church people do trivial things . Let, howenr, a Christian 

venture onto main !'treet where men sutfer, where they curse and 

die , and where the power structures maintain injustices •••and 

then the world viII say to hia as it said to MoS I ·0 seer, go, 

flee a.,ay to the land of Judah, and eat bread t here •••but 

neTer again propheey at Bethel- . (7 a12) 



Amos ~as A prophet of the 8th century before Christ . He 
'3 

wae crude , untducated , and unkempt . ae wore a beard , was a 

dresser of sycamore trees . That means that he put manure of 

them, and perhaps smel led like it . He wasn ' t the sort of fel 

low you would pledge to a fraternity . Amos wasn ' t not among 

the Eocial lite . 

Oh, but the power with which he spoke . 3e walked down to 

Bethel ~rom Tekoa , and stood in the market place , and spoke 

for God: II I hAte , I despise y:nlr feasts , and I take no de

light in your solew~ aesemblies . Even tho you offer me your 

burnt offerin~s and cereal offerings , I will not accept them •. 

.• take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of 

your harps I will not listen . But let justice roll down like 

waters , and righteousness like a never ending stream" . 

But Amos was not too general • • • he got specific . said 

the people were wronf Decause they oppressed the poor , crushed 

t~e needy, sold people into slavery. He turned on the indolent 

rich , he condemned the rich ladies who went to their cottar-es 

in the hills and lolled around on Ivory couch~s . Rudel?r , but 

plainly, he called them the nfat cows of Bashan" . (LL : l) Amos 

did all that because he knew that re i igion always l~ses it 

righteousness when it practicioners become preoccupied wi th 

trivialities for religion al--:aJs oecomes trivial when it seeks 

to escape the demands of justice and righteousness . 



2 . A second sign of religion without righteousness is 

~hen it no longer identifies with the weak, the poor , and the 

dispossessed . 

The church seem~ to have found ~ays to relate to the 

wealthy, the powerful , and the privilered . The faith need not 

apolo~ize for the penetration it has made •••Chri~tianity needs 

to speak in that direction . 

Organized religion , until recently , had found it almost 

impossible to devise ways to identify with those in need , 

with those who struggle for the rights of the weak, and those 

who speak for the voiceless and stand for the downtrodden . It 

may be that the greatest single challenge the church facf~s 

today is to di~cover ways of deepening its mini~tery to the 

outcasts , the poor , and the hurting . 

We stand today in the shadow of a constantly recurrinh 

Armageddon . In such times people take sides , and they are 

forced to identify with this or that group ••• to make com

pacts with oth~rs who seek the same goals . 

But in doing so they must align themselves with men and 

wo~en whose judgements are not always wise and whose decis

ions are colored by many motives and ~ith people who often 

hate and sin . So people shy away from group action which 

pushes for change , 1· st their own pure motives be tainted 

and become less than pure . 

Thank uod , for example , at long last Christians realize 



~ t,hat that the problem of world hunger is bigger than it can 

handle . So they are aligning them3elves with other groups 

in meeting that challenge . 

The world pfp~ti~i works through group action . Man today 

can only be relavant and effective as he art through groups . 

To remain aloof from movements that struggle for justice is 

to identify with the status quo and perpetuate the injustice 

so rampant around us . 3ut that does not keep their motives 

pure for the status quo is tainted with sin , evil , and error. 

Christi~ns, if they are faithful to Christ, will identify 

with movments which seek justice; or Christians will identii'.'· 

with status quo groups which resist change . Or they can 

seek to remain aloof , and write orf the urgency of social 

justice. 

3ut, :rou say, I am concerned about the downtrodden and the 

needy . Are you really1 Let's take a rather safe idenifica

tion which you could mal{e with the poor . nOw much of your 

resouces have you giVEn to the hun~er fund over the past 

30 months? Or how much time have you spent in ministFring to 

the ill or the bereaved , or the outcast? Christians will 

identify with the disinerited and those who have need , not 

because they are good but because they are needful; not be

cuase they are gr3teful but because they often stand alone . 

3 . Not only does religion lose it righteousness when we 

become overly cconcerned with trivialities , and when it 

-




~ai18 to i1enti with tne down~rodden ; it also does so when 

it aUbstitutes words for actions . 

Church?eople are expert with wores . I know of no organi

zation which ha, pas~ed more resol~tions , sent the~ to tlw 

proper ~rsons , and which have had less practical ffect . 

Churches ese to feel that all the) need to d~ to redeem so

ciety i to ~eet in solemn assembly; pass a bunch of resolu

tio~ , and sit back and watch the kingdom came . 

u course , the church nee s to state its position; it 

neels 0 speak positivel' and redemptiv!ly 0 e worle! . But 

it needs also to act out its procla!nations . ;;nrin," it doesn't 

do it . 

And indiviouals are afflicted with the !!aI e dhease . It 

is much easi~r to say something han to do it . 

Fortunatel,'" Christians are beginllin~ to do 1t toda:.' . 

They are a~ively enEared in relevant ministr~ries in the 

Ghetto , we in the United ~pthodist Church are actively in

volved in strengthening the ethnic minority churche~ J we are 

involved in a large Bcale assault against hun~er J and in 

other sorts ~f ministrips bring l1fe to th~ lireles~ , hope to 

the hopeless and dienity to those who have robbed of their 

dignity . 

Another roan has eet the standard for Chrietians . ~e was 

a master of wor-l5 , and people heard hie gladl:r . rhen, as he 

rode the ereet of popula-lty , he announced the hie friends: 



"1 1m going to act . We ar going to Jerusalem". They tri~ 

to talk bil'\ out of it . too dangerous , he was too valu

able to eacrlflce . Theya argued that the facts were not all 

in•.• that there were better method s available •.. that the 

powers in the cit,'1 would crush him • .aut he only answered 

to the most persist.ent of his friends : "..ret. behin_ me Satan'l . 

An~ he went to Jerusal~ .. to act out his words . 

Yes , he went .. . and he died .For all hi~ power , and in 

!pite o~ ~he fa~t he was the Son of od , thure was no way he 

could prevent prev£':'lt those wr.o [0:"10' hi, .trom "laTching as 

he marche~ , fr?lI1 bleeding as he ble~ , from goin~ to their 

countl~s5 c~o~, in their countles~ w~~ . And to all those 

Wh030 religion has been a religion at doing as well as 

talkin~ , ,he euff(ring they have found in those innum~rqb'e 

crosses has made the~ free; and they , too , have become the 

~hildren ot rOC . 


